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I hope you are all had a lovely Christmas.  
Our overriding topic this half term is ‘Heroes’. Through this we will be focussing on people who help us. 
This includes people at home, in school and in society. We would love to hear/learn about the jobs that 
you as parents do, so if you feel you have the time to come in and share that with us we would love to 
have you visit us in class. Please let me know if you would be interested.    
The changes to our outside area continue to excite us and have had a really positive effect on the learning 
taking place outside. Tying in with our topic this half term some of the activities available outdoors include 
a fire station in our large construction where the children will be building fire engines and rescue vehicles, 
a life boat in our role play area following the story of Grace Darling, a café in our mud kitchen for the 
rescued people from the life boat, the children will be using their phonic skills in our sand area to sieve and 
dig for letters that will build SOS messages when put together. Opportunities to investigate scientifically 
will be carried out in our science area where the children will be looking at changes over time through 
experiments with ice, observing our plants pots and our class tree.  
   
Please continue to read regularly with your child using the materials that are sent home. It makes a huge 
difference to a child’s learning when reinforcement takes place at home. Also remember how important it 
is to read to your child from the stories you already have or get from the library.  
 
Don’t forget to ask the children to look for numbers/ patterns everywhere. The children are fantastic at 
‘talking the talk’ about numbers they spot. Ask them about it and I guarantee you will be surprised with 
what they can tell you!  
 
Because of the nature of our learning environment a lot of our time is spent outside, please can you ensure 
that your child has a warm, waterproof coat as the children will have the opportunity to go outside in most 
weathers.   

 

 
 

Year Reception Key Vocabulary 
 
Here you will find some key words that your child will be exposed to over the coming weeks. 
 

first, next, last, before, after, morning, afternoon, evening, night 
over, under, above, below, top, bottom, in front, behind, front, back, beside, next to, between, side, on, in 
   

 

RE Topic Words Topic Words Topic words  
Church, priest, celebrate, parish, 
community,  

Hero, job, work, help, families, parents  School, special, powers,  

temple, parish, party, Caretaker, cook, secretary, head teacher, materials, investigate, observe 

Memory, father, altar Firefighter, ambulance, police, community, 
doctires  

Vehicles, emergency 

 Doctors, hospital, nurse,   
 

 

English Key Vocabulary  Mathematics Key Vocabulary 

sound alphabet  Same/different  Fewer/ greater 

letter Fred talk Above, below, before, over , under  Morning, afternoon, evening, 

blend Fred fingers  Infront, behind, beside,  More, less 

word  First, last, next, after,   



 

What will we be learning about this half term? 
 

Literacy 
Mathematics 

 

Continuing to developing fine motor skills activities.  
Progressing from ‘magic writing ‘to use of phonics when 
segmenting words. Beginning to write simple sentences    
Reinforcing the correct formation of  the letters in the 
alphabet. 
Developing the skill of blending/ segmenting words with 3.4 
and 5 sounds   
Story sessions  
Continuation of daily phonics sessions through the use of RWI 
sessions 
 
 
 

To use everyday language to talk about time 
To use mathematical language to describe size and 
position 
To say which number is one more or one less than a given 
number 
To estimate a number of objects and check by counting 
To count reliably with numbers from 0 to 15 
To place numbers from 0-15 in order  
To say which number is one more or one less than a given 
number within 15 
To estimate a number of objects and check by counting, 
considering equal and unequal groups 
To count reliably with numbers from one to 20 
To say which number is one more or one less than a given 
number 
To count reliably with numbers from 0 to 20 
To place numbers from 0-20 in order  
To say which number is one more or one less than a given 
number within 20 
To estimate a number of objects and check by counting 
considering equal and unequal groups 

Topic  - light and Dark  
UW – The World, UW - People and 

places 
Religious Education UW – Technology 

To notice the changes happening in the 
environment around school. 
To use our senses when exploring. 
To show an interest in the lives of 
people who are familiar to them. 
Remember and talk about significant 
events in their own experience. 
Recognise and describe special times or 
events for family or friends. 
Show interest in different occupations 
and ways of life. 
Know some of the things that make 
them unique, and talk about some of 
the similarities and differences in 
relation to friends or family. 

 Celebration  
Children will be able to talk about their own 
experiences and feelings about celebrations 
they have been part of and how the 
celebration was shared 
Children will be able to wonder about why 
people celebrate and how they feel when 
they celebrate.  
 

The children will learn to: 

 log onto the computer and 
purple mash 

 select and place objects to 
create a scene 

 know that some programs give a 
sound when I have it correct 

 paint objects exploring different 
colours 

 find the letters needed on the 
key board  

 begin to use two hands to type 

 find and use the shift key for a 
capital 
 

Physical development Music Expressive arts and design 

Continue to development fine motor 
skills with emphasis on correct pencil 
grip leading to accurate formation of 
letters   
Moving to music - how does it makes 
our bodies feel?  
Outside area play 
Cutting activities and developing 
accurate use of scissors  
 

Charanga  Music scheme spring 1  – topic  
Listening and responding to different styles of 
music 
Embedding foundations of the interrelated 
dimensions of music 
Learning to sing or sing along with nursery 
rhymes and action songs 
Improvising leading to playing classroom 
instruments 
Share and perform the learning that has 
taken place 
 

Exploring painting techniques and 
skills 
Role Play   - doctors surgery  
Small world play – emergency 
services   
Cutting and sticking, play dough, 
junk modelling 
 Developing more detailed drawing 
of a person  
 

 
 



 

 

Reception Ms McKerrow – 2016/17 Reading Day Timetable 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Elouise 

Leo 

Eleanor 

Talan 

Louisa 

Joseph 

 

Patrick W 

James 

Orla 

William S 

Gloria 

Charlie G  

 

William W 

Ava  

Shae 

Iris 

Jessica 

Ethan 

Oliver D 

Grace  

Eva 

Oliver S 

Charlie S 

Wyatt 

 

Ailis 

Paddy 

Nico 

Mary 

Bethany 

Benjamin 

  

 
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

As parents, you are the first educators of your child and at this school we recognise that the partnership 
between home and school is fundamental to a child’s success.  The school staff team are always happy to 
see parents during the week before or after school to pass on brief messages and please make an 
appointment if more time is needed.  Please come and talk to us if you are worried about friendships, 
progress or anything at all.  It is always best to talk to the class teachers as the first port of call.   
 
We know that many parents work long hours therefore you may prefer to send an email. We will respond 
to you as quickly as possible.   
 
E-mail address: l.mckerrow@stwilfridssheffield.co.uk  
 
 

Curriculum Expectations 
 

It is our expectation that the vast majority of pupils will be working at the standard expected for their year 
group and many will be working at greater depth within their year group’s curriculum.  If a child is finding it 
difficult to operate in class within their year group’s curriculum, the class teacher will be in touch to discuss 
strategies to implement at home and at school to address any gaps in understanding as quickly as possible.  
If we feel that a child might benefit from some additional support with their learning, we would discuss 
appropriate steps with you in consultation with Mrs Goodchild, our SENCo.   
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